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‘Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I am also an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away His people which He 
foreknew.’ 


Romans 11:1-2. 
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Paul’s Desire for Israel 
(Romans 9:1-4; 10:1) 


By Philip Knowles 


(This is the substance of a sermon preached at the monthly meeting of the Sovereign 
Grace Advent Testimony held on 26th January, 2024. The message was recorded and 
can be downloaded from the SGAT website). 


Romans chapters 9-11 open up a new section in Paul’s letter. These chapters have 
often been questioned by those who suggest that they are in parentheses, meaning that 
these three chapters are not needed and therefore could be passed over or left out. The 
line of reasoning that these people take is that they think they can go straight from the 
end of Romans 8 to chapter 12 and continue the same line of thought; that it would make 
no difference and therefore such persons would claim that Romans 9-11 could be 
dropped and that they really do not have anything to do with Paul’s major themes of 
justification by faith alone in Christ alone, and they would say that Paul gets sidetracked 
discussing Israel, his own kinsmen, the Jews, and that he returns afterwards to his proper 
subject, his main subject, in chapter 12. Now there may be good men who suggest such 
notions but I do not agree with that reasoning at all since God’s Word is given by 
inspiration. The Holy Spirit moved men to record the Word and He moved Paul to 
record these things. What we have here in Romans 9-11 is given by God for our 
learning and instruction and therefore it is placed where it is because God has placed it 
there for His own purpose. Paul has been guided by the Holy Spirit to record such 
words. 

These chapters flow out of what is taught in chapters 1-8, which deal with the sinner’s 
natural condition, justification, sanctification; and only when Paul’s arguments are 
answered in chapters 9-11 can he then go on to chapter 12 and continue in the epistle. 
Paul is like a lawyer who argues his case. He writes these words to put an end so there 
is no comeback or any further argument. What Paul has written in Romans 9-11 really 
ends any argument, any debate, and so Paul can go on to chapter 12. These chapters 
should be clear in everyone’s mind. 

Paul made the great statement in Romans 1:16 that the gospel, i.e. the good news, ‘is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.’ However, the Jews with all their privileges as the physical descendants of 
Abraham, as stated here in verses 4-5, rejected the Gospel of grace. They rejected Christ 
as Messiah. They trusted in the religious works of men and opposed the Gospel that 
Paul preached. As the Gospel is also for the Greek, the question is asked in Romans 
11:1, ‘Hath God cast away His people?’ The word for ‘cast away’ means to thrust away 
from oneself. Of course, Paul then gives the answer, ‘God forbid,’ which means 
certainly not, may it not be so. Paul showed himself to be a Jew, one from the tribe of 
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Benjamin. Because God had not cast him away, but had saved him, therefore God had 
not cast away His ancient people. God still has a redemptive purpose for Israel. 

Is God unrighteous in His dealings with the Jews? Certainly not. So, Paul answers all 
these different questions regarding the restoration and salvation of the Jews. Paul makes 
it clear that there is only one way of salvation for Jew and Gentile. There is not one way 
of salvation for the Jew and a better or different way for the Gentile. Paul said in 
Romans 10:12-13, ‘There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek ... For 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ So he shows that Jew and 
Gentile are both lost sinners. “There is no difference. For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God’ (3:22-23) and there is only one Saviour that has been 
provided. The whole point of Romans is to show that sinners are justified by faith alone 
in Christ alone. 

In our verses (9:1-4 and 10:1), Paul wrote about his own countrymen. He was zealous 
for the salvation of his own Jewish kinsmen, according to the flesh. It is true that Paul 
was called to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, the heathen nations, that by the 
preaching of the Gospel they would turn from darkness to light; but Paul never lost a 
burden to reach his own kinsmen and he longed to see them saved. 

He too, being a Jew nationally, of the tribe of Benjamin, knew he was once a lost 
sinner, a proud religious Pharisee, with a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
He too, had boasted in his Jewish religious practices, ceremonies, and self-righteous 
ways. Paul himself had been ignorant of God’s righteousness and he too had gone about 
to establish his own righteousness. He had believed himself to be better than anyone 
else when it came to the law, when it came to good works, when it came to promoting 
the religion of the Jews. 

He had believed that anyone could earn salvation; and if anybody could work their way 
to heaven or claim merit with God, then it would have been him. There was no one who 
came close to Saul of Tarsus (as he was known at that time). He had refused to submit 
himself unto the righteousness of God. He had believed the Jewish religious ways were 
right; but they were, of course, the ways that led to eternal death and condemnation. 
Everything that Paul wrote about the unbelief of his own kinsmen, he could relate to 
himself. That is where he once was, a religious Pharisee, lost in sin and needing 
salvation. He too had trusted in the arm of flesh. He too had put confidence in the 
things of the flesh. 

However, once Paul was saved by grace, redeemed by precious blood, his 
understanding was opened, his will renewed, his heart was open. He was pardoned by 
God through faith in Christ alone, and therefore he could say in those great words, 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.’ Paul was 
now a new creature in Christ, just with God through faith in Christ, though still a 
national Jew on earth. Yet he is now for evermore, by grace, a citizen of heaven and 
therefore Paul thinks of his own kinsmen according to the flesh, his fellow Jews. He 
saw them as being where he was, blinded by man’s religion, a prisoner of pride, self- 
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righteous and hypocritical. He said in verse 8, “They which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God.’ It broke his heart because he knew that his 
unbelieving kinsmen would meet God as judge, and without the righteousness of Christ, 
they would perish for eternity. For that reason, they needed the Gospel without the 
works of men. 

A true Jew is not one with outward appearance or national identity or circumcision of 
the flesh. Rather a true Jew ‘is one inwardly; and the circumcision is that of the heart, 
in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God’ (2:29). So, 
all that Paul says is vital because he is not speaking as a religious man, but as a 
redeemed man. He is speaking as a true Jew, a child of fear, a child of promise, one who 
is redeemed by grace. Why was he speaking of his own kinsmen? It was because they 
were not saved and he was concerned for them. He was burdened about their souls. He 
spoke by the witness of the Spirit and as a man changed by Christ. His conscience was 
clear. He presented gospel truth. His heart’s desire for Israel was that they might be 
saved. 


Paul’s Distress for the Salvation of Sinners 
There is the expression of Paul’s distress in verse 2, ‘I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart.’ The word ‘heaviness’ means grief. It is preceded by the 
word ‘great,’ which in the Greek is megas, from which we get our English word ‘mega.’ 

Thus this grief, this sorrow, shows great intensity. It is distress, great grief, intense 
grief, great sorrow. In fact, it is the same grief, the same pain that describes a woman’s 
labour, as used in Genesis 3:16, ‘I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; 
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children.’ It is a word that also describes one who 
mourns over a person who has died. It is a strong word. Paul wrote, ‘I have great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. The word ‘sorrow’ is the word meaning 
pain, distress, implying a sense of loss. We may even use the expression, ‘burdened 
down.’ It weighed upon his mind and was pressing upon his heart. He was distressed 
because his own kinsmen had rejected Christ as Saviour. 

They had been blessed with so many privileges, the greatest of which was that Christ 
came through the seed of Abraham, born in Bethlehem. ‘He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not.’ Paul, who once persecuted the faith now preaches the faith 
he has expounded in chapters 1-8 a perfect justification, by faith alone, in the merit and 
righteousness of Christ alone, without the works or efforts of men; but, in unbelief, his 
own kinsmen according to the flesh kept going about to establish their own 
righteousness. They trusted in national pride and religious routines and therefore we 
can see why Paul said ‘I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.’ He 
had deep distress, sorrow of heart. It played on his mind. It burdened him down, 
because they trusted their own righteousness and remained lost in sin. 

There is application for us. Do we have loved ones who are not saved and does this 
cause us heaviness and continual sorrow of heart? The soul that sinneth it shall die and 
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when sinners die they enter into eternal hell to be tormented, sentenced with the devil 
to the lake of fire. Such should cause us great heaviness and continual sorrow of heart. 
Paul had sorrow over his own kinsmen. It weighed upon his mind. Do you have a 
loved one not saved, a neighbour, friend, someone in your congregation? Does it cause 
you great heaviness and continual sorrow of heart to know that if they die in their sin 
they will perish? Paul had great heaviness and sorrow of heart. 

Notice also the effect of Paul’s distress. In verse 2, the word ‘have’ is in the continual 
tense and so it means Paul had continual heaviness, continual distress. It was not just 
a one-day thing. Every day, Paul was burdened and was in agony over the state of his 
own kinsmen. It was not something that just came and went but it stayed with him. 

Notice the extent of Paul’s distress. These words are solemn. They challenge us and 
search our hearts. Paul did not conclude that, due to their rejection of Christ, they 
deserved what they would get — they should have known that the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and all unrighteousness and yet they 
rejected Christ; so will get what they deserve. No! rather he had this distress, this 
agony, that they were lost in sin, and he spoke as a man with a burden for sinners. 
Notice the words in verse 3, ‘For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.’ That wish was really an 
impossibility. It was a desire or thought that could not be fulfilled and it is clear and 
obvious why it was a situation that could never take place. Paul’s position in Christ 
could never be reversed; but it does show he was a man that had the mind of Christ and 
lived close to his Saviour, that he was so burdened for his own countrymen who were 
lost in sin that he wished himself accursed from Christ for them. 

The word ‘for’ means, in the place of. That is what Paul is saying. If it were possible, 
he would take the place of condemnation instead of his kinsmen that they could be 
saved. He knew what it meant for them to be lost in sin. Paul’s deep heaviness of heart 
shows he was a man in touch with God, a man who desired to see his own countrymen 
saved. His kinsmen were on his mind giving him that extent of this sorrow They 
rejected the very Christ who saves from all sin but Paul knew he could not take their 
place. He knew he could never be accursed but he is so burdened for them that he said 
he wished he could take their place. 

Similar words were uttered by Moses. You will remember when the children of Israel 
had worshipped the golden calf instead of God. It was an idol invented by man. 
Remember they made this idol. They began to worship it and claimed that this golden 
calf, this idol, had brought them out of Egypt. Then ‘Moses returned unto the LORD, 
and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet 
now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book 
which Thou hast written’ (Exodus 32:31-33). The same line of thought and similar 
words are used by Paul and Moses. ‘And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
sinned against Me, him will I blot out of My book.’ So it is the same language. 

Paul wished he could do for his kinsmen what Christ did for sinners He came to save, 
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and that was take their place, take their punishment, take their condemnation, that they 
would be free. However Paul’s desire could never be answered because only Christ is 
the sinner’s substitute; only Christ took the sinner’s place to set sinful man free. It can 
be said that Paul’s words are certainly earnest words; they are the words of a man whose 
heart is breaking, yet they are words that could never be fulfilled because Christ is the 
only One who is the sinner’s substitute. 

Here is that for which we ought to strive, a burden, a real passion for souls. Have you 
ever been brought to that place? Some preachers actually find it hard to preach on 
Romans 9:1-4 because they do not feel Paul’s burden in the sense they could never say 
those words in verse 3 for their loved one who is perishing. They have never been 
brought to that point, but those who can are those who live close to the Lord, those who 
are in touch with God. It is those who know what they have been saved from and they 
know what awaits ungodly and unrighteous sinners. 

Charles Spurgeon was one of those men who lived close to the Lord, and he said, ‘I 
have sometimes felt willing to go to the gates of hell to save a soul, but the Redeemer 
went further. He suffered the wrath of God for souls.’ Christ loved His people and He 
did become ‘a curse for us’ (Galatians 3:13). He did enter into the awful shadow of 
Jehovah’s wrath for us. He did what Paul wished. 

Paul’s distress for his countrymen, his distress for the salvation of sinners meant his 
heart was heavy. There was continual sorrow for them because they sought their own 
righteousness. Read through Acts and see how Paul preached to them and they chased 
him, stoned him, and persecuted him. 

Therefore as we seek to reach souls with the Gospel, they may say all manner of evil 
against us and treat us despitefully because we preach the Gospel and because we have 
a burden for their souls. This was Paul’s distress. 

Are you distressed over your loved one, your daughter, your son, your granddaughter? 
If they die, they perish and that is the end result and therefore this ought to be a distress 
to our souls. It ought to be a heartbreak, a burden, a great heaviness, agony of sorrow, 
that my mother, my daughter, my brother, my sister, my son, or whoever we mention; if 
they die without Christ, if they trust in their religion and ways, even have ‘a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge;’ they may try to do wonderful works and claim national 
pride and all these different things, but if they do not come to Christ they will perish. 
That ought to cause us distress as it did for Paul. 


Paul’s Desire for the Salvation of Sinners 
‘Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved’ 
(10:1). The word ‘desire’ is the word meaning pleasure, goodwill. He willed that they 
should be saved. The word ‘prayer’ has the meaning to supplicate, meaning to 
intercede, and therefore Paul was direct in prayer to God for Israel. He did not beat 
about the bush. He wanted to see them saved. The word ‘saved’ means to be delivered. 
Paul’s desire, his burden for his own countrymen, for Israel, led him to prayer. That is 
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the point — when you have a burden for souls, it will lead you to prayer. That is what 
happened to Paul. He had this sorrow of heart, this agony, impressed upon his heart. 
His own countrymen were religious but lost and it drove him to prayer. He had been 
saved so his burden led him to prayer; and I trust that you will have a burden to pray 
for your lost ones. 

In chapter 9, Paul deals with sovereign election. Now election is not the main theme, 
but God has sovereign authority over His creation. He is the Potter and His creation is 
the clay. God’s sovereign dealing over His creation is dealt with by the subject of 
election; that God has sovereign right and power to do according to His own pleasure 
over and with His own creation. God has chosen to save sinners. There is a remnant 
according to the election of grace and therefore we read these words, “Jacob have I 
loved, Esau have I hated’ (verse 13). 

People like to focus on the hating of Esau when really they should be musing on the 
fact that God loved Jacob, because no man deserves the love of God. Not one of us 
deserves to be saved. Not one of us deserves the mercy and grace of God. We can 
understand God not choosing sinners but the fact that He chooses to save anyone 
amazes us because not one of us deserves the mercy of God. Yet it is His own sovereign 
right to save whomsoever He will. Therefore Paul can desire and pray for his own 
kinsman because God will save His people from their sin. God has a remnant according 
to grace and therefore Paul can take this great theme of election and he can pray for his 
countrymen. He can desire their salvation because election and God’s sovereignty 
never hinder our desire or our praying for souls. God’s sovereign choice in election 
never stops believers praying for sinners to be saved. It did not do it with Paul. It did 
not do it for the Saviour, and therefore should not do it for us. 

Whatever your view of election may be, if it has stolen your desire to see souls saved 
and stopped you praying for souls to be saved, then you do not understand election and 
you do not have the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ. You misunderstand and you 
misapply election. Election is not a battleground. Rather it is a blessing. 

God elects sinners for His own glory. He is the Potter. We are the clay. You may 
wonder why Paul prayed or why we need to pray if God elects sinners to be saved. Why 
should Paul have such a strong desire for Israel to be saved if God is a God who elects 
sinners to be saved? Why should I pray for them and witness to them? God has told 
us to pray and He has told us to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. God is pleased to use the prayers of His people to exalt His 
name in the saving of souls, and if God had no purpose for you, then he would have 
called you home by now. God chooses to call and to save sinners. That is His sovereign 
right. Our responsibility is to faithfully preach the Gospel to every creature and pray 
for souls as the Word is preached, that the Spirit of God will apply that Word to their 
hearts. 

Paul can speak of his heaviness of heart, his sorrow of heart, why he is broken-hearted 
for his own countrymen, his kinsmen. He pleaded with them in sermon after sermon 
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and they rejected him. He was thrown into prison. They stoned him, chased him, did 
many things to him. Yet because God is a God of sovereign election, Paul still had the 
desire in his heart for Israel, that they might be saved, and he prayed for them. He came 
before the throne of grace and the very fact that God has chosen to save His people 
made Paul pray for his countrymen. He prayed for Israel to be saved because he trusted 
in the Lord that He would save His people from their sin. 

You can pray for souls. You can witness to souls. You can preach the Gospel because 
God’s sovereign election is your basis to go and tell souls of the Saviour. I trust you 
will see the Biblical account of election and say it as an encouragement for you to go 
into all the world. Paul can preach and pray for souls to be saved because God has a 
people whom He will save. That is the success of the cross that shows us the work of 
Christ is not a failure, that ‘He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied.’ 
None will perish for whom Christ has died. There will not be one soul in hell for whom 
Christ shed His blood. That ought to encourage us. 

We do not know who the elect are. We do not know who God has chosen to save, but 
we know there are sinners all around us and they need to know of the Saviour. As we 
preach the Gospel, as we pray for sinners to receive the Word, God will save His people 
from their sin. 

Paul had a burden for his own countrymen, Israel, Jews according to the flesh. He 
prayed for them and desired their salvation. He knew that God has not finished with 
the Jews and in chapter 11, he expounds the truth of their restoration. These great 
themes Paul dealt with but it never stopped Paul praying. 

Are you praying for souls or have you given up? If you have lost the desire for souls 
to be saved, I say get back in to the prayer closet, back to praying for people in your 
church and in your area. 


Paul’s Directness for the Salvation of Sinners 

Chapter 10:1 says, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved.’ We said that word ‘saved’ means to be delivered. It is interesting 
to see that Paul ascribed salvation to God, not to religion. The unbelieving Jews, his 
kinsmen according to the flesh, were in bondage to religion. They claimed to have 
acceptance with God by the works of the law and so Paul directs his kinsmen to Christ 
who saves from the penalty and punishment of sin. Only Christ can save from the wrath 
to come. It is Christ that sets sinners free from spiritual bondage. 

Christ has provided a perfect righteousness that He accepts sinners, and God justifies 
the ungodly through Christ. Jesus lived a life of perfection by obeying every command 
of God. Then He died a sacrificial death. He paid the penalty of the law, and therefore 
He has done all that was required for the saving of souls, and Paul pointed out that 
religion will not save, working up a righteousness will not save, connection to Abraham 
will not save, trying to claim merit before God will not save. ‘Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness’ (10:4). That word ‘end’ means satisfaction and the word ‘for’ 
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means in order to provide righteousness. Paul is saying Christ is the satisfaction of the 
law to provide righteousness. He satisfied Divine justice, He honoured God’s law and 
because he has done that, He has provided a righteousness that men need in order to be 
clothed, accepted with God. 

Thus Paul directs his own kinsmen to the Saviour. Through this whole passage, he 
directs them to the Lord. He points the way to the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
knows that those who will be saved will be saved with an everlasting salvation by faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

So here is Paul’s distress. He is burdened over them. His desire is to see them saved; 
and he directs them to no other than the Saviour. I trust we will take that model and 
learn lessons for our own lives, that we will be burdened for our loved ones, burdened 
for our family, burdened for our congregations, burdened for the church area in which 
we live, and we will desire to see souls saved. Let us pray for their salvation as we 
speak to them directly of the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, not of self, not of the 
church, not of religion, not of any other way, rather of the Saviour who is the very 
power of the Gospel. 


Living for the Lord’s Return 
By Ivan Foster 


(This article is the substance of a sermon preached on 3rd September, 2023 at the 
Kilskeery Conference). 


‘Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the 
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the 
other scriptures, unto their own destruction. Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
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of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen’ (2 Peter 3:11-18). 


I. SOME COMMENTS ON THE WHOLE PASSAGE 

Before I come to my text in these verses, could I make some comments on the whole 
passage? 

1. First of all I would have you observe the little word ‘wherein’ (verse 12). The 
word basically means ‘in.’ The fiery scenes set forth here will not take place at the 
BEGINNING of the ‘day of God’ (or the ‘day of the Lord’ as it is referred to in other 
places, such as | Thessalonians 5:2). However, there will take place at the END of the 
day of the Lord, that is the one thousand year reign of Christ on this earth, the 
consummation of the old earth, and the emergence of the new will take place after the 
general judgment of ungodly sinners (2 Peter 3:7), at the end of the Millennial reign 
(Revelation 20:4-6, 11-15). 

It is AFTER this sequence of events that John says, ‘And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away’ (Revelation 21:1). 

2. Again, please note the phrase: ‘And account that the longsuffering of our Lord 
is salvation.’ This tells us why the Lord ‘delayeth’ His coming! 

In an earlier verse in this chapter (verse 9), note what Peter had said. He here explains 
why the Lord is not ‘slack’ or slow and delaying regarding His promised return but 
rather out of His longsuffering to ‘us-ward’ (toward His elect), He delays that all may 
be gathered in and none for whom He died might be lost. These words are very often 
misapplied to sinners generally, whereas it is stated clearly that it is ‘to us-ward’ that 
this patience and longsuffering is displayed. 

It reminds me of the parable of the great supper where we read of those sent out to 
gather guests to the feast saying, ‘Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there 
is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled’ (Luke 14:22-23). The Lord, in 
the parable, was anxious that every place at the feast be filled. He delayed the start of 
the supper. Guests had to wait! Even so it is with the Lord Jesus. He will have every 
seat filled before He returns to initiate the feast that will follow His return. 

3. One other phrase I would have you notice. ‘Even as our beloved brother Paul 
also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things’ (verses 15-16). Here is a topic that Paul dealt 
with in ‘all his epistles.’ Does this not show us the vitally important subject the return 
of Christ and the events that surround it have in the purpose of God? It also shows us 
how it ought to occupy a very prominent place in the Christian pulpit! 

Let me now come to what is my text. “Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God.’ 
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Il. ALIVE TO THE EVENT 

The truth of the Second Coming requires us to be alive to this great event. 

‘Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God.’ 

1. We must be ‘alive’ to the truth of Christ’s second coming. By that I mean that 
it is not merely a doctrine expressed in words. Rather it must be an event that is as real 
as tomorrow’s sunrise, indeed more so, for we might not see tomorrow; but we will see 
the Saviour return! Simeon was ‘alive’ to the Saviour’s first advent (Luke 2:25-26). 
The Holy Ghost had written this truth on his heart and he lived with it ever uppermost 
in his daily musings. 

2. Being alive to that truth will impact upon our lifestyle. It will compel us to act 
and live in its light! ‘Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness.’ Being ‘alive’ to the 
return of Christ will make us a very different ‘manner’ of person from the ‘casual’ 
Christian, of whom there are all too many! This glorious fact, if believed, will exert a 
deep and abiding influence on us. We will be induced to lead holy lives. We will feel 
that there is nothing permanent on the earth; that this is not our abiding home; and that 
our great interests are in another world. Such was the settled disposition of the early 
believers of whom it was said: ‘Ye turned to God from idols ... to wait for His Son from 
heaven’ (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10). 

3. There is no more God-honouring testimony to the truth of Christ’s return than 
Christians showing a preparedness for the event. The preparedness of the Jewish 
people waiting for God’s signal for them to depart from Egypt, is a picture for us to 
emulate. ‘And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’S passover’ (Exodus 
12:11). 

All too many professing Christians have ceased to have their ‘feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace’ (Ephesians 6:15). They have likewise cast aside the 
staff of their pilgrimage. This they have done in order to engage and indulge more 
freely in the affairs of this world! That ought not to be so. 

Such a spirit is akin to the wicked servant set forth in Luke’s gospel. ‘But and if that 
servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the 
menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; the lord of that 
servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not 
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers’ 
(Luke 12:45-46). 

There was a vital difference between the Hebrew and the Egyptian on that night of the 
Passover. One was ready to depart, clothed and equipped for marching, while the other 
showed every sign of being content to remain! That difference should be seen today 
amongst God’s people. 
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IHI. A UNIQUE SPIRIT 

Looking for the return of Christ instils a unique spirit in the Believer. 

‘Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless.’ 

1. The word ‘looking’ implies a ‘looking up.’ So it was with the disciples as the 
Saviour took His leave of them on Mount Olivet. ‘They looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as He went up’ (Acts 1:10). That ought to be the disposition of our hearts and 
minds. Theirs was a look of love and longing. So ought ours to be. Christians are 
described by Paul in his epistle to Titus. ‘Looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ’ (Titus 2:13). Yes, 
Christian — ‘looking up’ rather than ‘looking around’ at the things of this earth should 
engage us. There is great danger in ‘looking around’, as Achan discovered (Joshua 
7:20-21). Had he been giving attention to and looking to fulfil the command of God, he 
would not have been so tempted and brought to ruin with his whole family (Joshua 7:24- 
26). 

2. Such a believing spirit of expectancy, engenders peace. We look to God’s Word 
for instruction in just what is happening today around us and how it will all end. The 
Scriptures inform us that the disposition of the worldling in the closing days of this age 
will be anything but peaceful and at ease. ‘And there shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the 
sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken’ 
(Luke 21:25-26). 

Nothing is more disconcerting than the shaking of that which you have hitherto 
considered unshakeable. That is what makes an earthquake such a fearful event. Days 
are fast approaching when the shaking generated by an earthquake will be a minor thing 
in comparison to what will take place. 

We read of the Lord descending upon Mount Sinai with the subsequent fear amongst 
the people of Israel (Exodus 19:16-18). That was one mountain shaking! What of that 
day spoken of in Hebrews 12:26? ‘Whose voice then shook the earth: but now He hath 
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.’ 

However, the students of the Bible’s prophecies of those soon-coming days can be 
ready and at peace if they are living in expectancy of that day and its preceding events. 
If, as Peter says, we are at ‘peace, without spot, and blameless’ before the Lord, then 
there is nothing that shall cause us dismay or fear. 

3. When we are ‘found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless’ we will not 
be alarmed at the coming apocalyptic events of the last days. We are told that in the 
storm on the Sea of Galilee, the apostles feared (Mark 4:36-40). The Saviour’s response 
to their panic is significant. ‘Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?’ Fear 
and faithlessness go together. One breeds the other! 

Those walking in the fear and reverence of the Lord and filled with faith, will take in 
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their stride the events that are coming upon this earth. When we read the Bible we must 
see this truth. ‘Shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?’ (Amos 3:6). 
Seeing the Lord as the over-ruling Lord of all things, takes away the fear naturally 
generated by unexpected events, such as a storm on the Sea of Galilee! The Bible 
teaches us to understand and know that ‘All things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose’ (Romans 8:28). The 
next verse to that just quoted from Amos says, ‘Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, 
but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets.’ 

4. In the prophets we have revealed, to a very large degree, ALL that is entailed 
in His outworking of His grand purpose amongst men. Isaiah wrote of God’s 
purpose, or at least an aspect of it, in Isaiah 14:26-27. ‘This is the purpose that is 
purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the 
nations. For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and His hand 
is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?’ 

Christian, study the prophets, both Old and New Testament prophets, and you will 
learn just what purpose God is working out amongst men. Being those alive and 
awakened to that purpose you will live in its light and rejoice at every sign of its nearing 
approach. It is only then that we can ‘Know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory 
both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:17-18). 


‘For Such a Time as This’ 


The Book of Esther is extremely interesting to read and the story clearly and 
wonderfully illustrates the providence of God. The Jewish people had come under the 
chastisement of God and had been overcome by Babylonian enemies and taken into 
captivity. Babylon was subsequently defeated by the Medes and Persians, and 
Mordecai the Jew was still in Persia in the reign of Ahasueras. This king does not seem 
to have had much principle or wisdom. We read that he organised a feast which lasted 
for six months and then continued another seven days. We would have every sympathy 
with his queen, Vashti, who did not want to join a crowd of drunken men; but her refusal 
to obey the king’s command to shew her beauty meant that she was deposed from being 
queen. 

When a new queen was desired, a process was set in motion which resulted in a maid, 
Esther, being chosen. Esther was a Jewess and did not have a father or mother. She had 
been well brought up by her cousin, Mordecai, so he must have been very concerned 
when she was taken into the king’s court. It would not have been very pleasant for 
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Esther to be the wife of such a person as Ahasueras, 

Then we read of Haman being advanced by the king. He so despised Mordecai that he 
schemed a plot which he proposed to the king whereby every Jew should be destroyed. 

The king foolishly agreed to Haman’s wicked plan and a law was passed for the 
extermination of the Jewish population. 

It was then that Mordecai expressed grief which caused Esther to enquire for the 
reason. She learned that Mordecai’s sorrow arose from this law instigated by Haman. 
Mordecai then sent a message to Esther stating that she should go to the king and plead 
for the Jewish people. Esther was reluctant as the king had not seen her for a month and 
she explained to Mordecai that unless the king received her, she would lose her life. 

It was in response to this situation that Mordecai sent the message, ‘If thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?’ There are four 
things worth observing in Mordecai’s words. 

The Possibility of Holding Peace. He realised how easy it would have been to have 
kept silence but this was the time for Esther to speak for her people. It reminds us that 
there are times when we ought not to be silent but take a stand for God and truth. When 
Jeroboam set up the golden calf in Bethel and told the tribes of the northern kingdom to 
worship it, there was an old prophet in Bethel who seems not to have made any 
testimony so that God sent a man from Judah to speak His word against this idolatry. 
Occasions like that are times not to be controlled by expediency or fear, but rather by 
faith. 

The Assurance of Deliverance. Mordecai believed God. He obviously knew that 
unconditional covenants had been made by the Lord concerning the Jewish nation. 
Such promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David must be fulfilled, so that although 
there may have seemed, humanly speaking, no opportunity for the Jews to escape the 
fate plotted by Haman, deliverance must arise from somewhere. God’s purposes can 
never be frustrated by any man however important he may seem to be. So it is today. 
We know that God will fulfil every detail He has revealed in the Scriptures concerning 
Israel. There may be many, like Haman, in this present evil world who have every 
desire to fulfil the intentions expressed in Psalm 83:4 and cut Israel off from being a 
nation, but Jehovah will intervene (Zechariah 14:3). 

The Result of Disobedience. Mordecai saw the importance of obeying God and that 
is an equally important lesson for us. God’s word to Eli still stands — ‘they that despise 
Me shall be lightly esteemed’ (1 Samuel 2:30). There is also the message for Timothy 
— ‘If we deny Him, He also will deny us’ (2 Timothy 2:12). 

The Day of Opportunity. It was at this time, Esther’s voice was needed. Mordecai 
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had obviously thought about God’s providence. He must have had many queries in his 
mind as to why Esther should have been taken to be queen. A sovereign God must have 
some purpose in it all. He is too wise to err and too good to be unkind. We, likewise, 
may wonder why certain things occur in our lives but it is profitable to consider the 
wondrous works of God; and that God turneth the hearts of kings as He does the rivers 
of water (Proverbs 21:1). It was extremely difficult for Esther. She needed courage, 
and God gave it. She had to identify with the despised Jews, and she did so. Her great 
need was faith and that too was given to her. 

S.A.T. 


IMORTANT ANNOUCEMENT: Legislation came into force in May, 2018 regarding 
information kept on database. We confirm that the record we hold of names and 
addresses of our friends is NOT passed to any third party but is merely used to send 
“Watching and Waiting’ and occasionally other small items of literature. Should any 
friend wish us to delete their details from our records, kindly let us know and that will 
mean that you will not be sent the magazine, etc. 


Bible Spreading Union: God willing, the 130th Annual Meeting of the Bible 
Spreading Union will be held at 7.15pm on Tuesday, 19th September, 2024 at the Strict 
Baptist Chapel, Bourne Road, Bexley, DAS 1LQ. The preacher engaged for this 
occasion is Mr Philip Hopkins. Your support for this meeting will be much appreciated. 
Come and bring your friends We would remind our readers that the reports and annual 
meeting messages for earlier years have been bound and the latest two volumes (1990 
— 1999 and 2000 — 2020) are still available at £9 each or £15 the two. 


S.G.A.T. Meetings: Arrangements have been made, God willing, for meetings of the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony to continue through 2024, with the theme ‘Romans 
9-11.’ These are chapters which deal with the purposes of God for the nation of Israel 
and we trust that friends that will be interested in this relevant and important aspect of 
God’s Truth. We would like to see others come to our meetings, which we expect to 
hold on the fourth Friday of each month except August and December. The Autumn 
Conference is in September, when we have an afternoon meeting at 4.pm. in addition 
to the usual evening meetings. All evening meetings are at 7.pm. Details of the 
meetings for this Quarter are given on the back page but so that you can insert the dates 
for the remainder of the meetings in your diary and arrange to be present, we give 
particulars which are as follows, subject to the will of the Lord: 


October 25......... Our Duty to Israel (19:14-17; 11:30-32).......... David McMillan 
November 22.....The Wisdom and Knowledge of God (11:33-36). .. Richard Monteith 
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